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VINTAGE SALES STABLES, INC.

AT 11:30 AM 
SELLING HEIFERS, 
BULLS, STEERS, 

FEEDER & 
BUTCHER COWS
CALVES 3:00 PM

MONDAY SALES TUESDAY SALES
12:30 P.M.

SLAUGHTER CATTLE AUCTION
STEERS, BULLS, HEIFERS,

COWS, FEEDER CATTLE 

4:30 P.M.
CALVES, SHEEP, GOATS

*GET CALVES IN EARLY! 
OUR STATE GRADER
STARTS AT 10:30 A.M.

BUSINESS 717/442-4181 
       717/768-8204

RT. 30 - 10 MILES EAST
OF LANCASTER IN

PARADISE, PA

FIELD REP
BUTCH BROWN
717/341-8568

Feeder Sale 2nd Friday of Each Month

100 West Jackson Street • New Holland, Pennsylvania 17557
Office: (717) 355-7253 • FAX: (717) 355-9547

www.acauction.net

EQUIPPED FOR AN AUCTION AT YOUR PLACE OR OURS
ALAN DIFFENBACH AUCT. -AU2258-L

HAY, STRAW, GRAIN & FIREWOOD SALE 
EVERY MONDAY - 10:00 A.M.

Diffenbach
Auction Inc. 

NEW HOLLAND SALES STABLES INC.
THE ACTION AUCTION

Order Buyer: Aaron Martin 717-445-4825

Field Representatives For Beef and Feeders:
 Ron Ranck - 717-656-9849
 Jim Martin - 717-445-4063 Home
   717-405-5339 Cell

Field Representative For Sheep and Goats:
 Paul Linehouser - 717-354-4341

New Holland Sales Stables, Inc.
12 Miles East of Lancaster Off Route 23, 

New Holland, PA

David Kolb Manager 61L
Sale Barn Office Manager:

Michael J. McDermott - 717-354-4341
FAX #717-355-0706

3:30 P.M.
CALVES

9:30 A.M.
BEEF AUCTION

BULLS, STEERS, 
BEEF COWS

1:00 P.M.
STOCKERS & FEEDERS

THURSDAY
2:00 P.M.

GOATS, SHEEP

7:30 A.M.
SLAUGHTER HOGS
EARLY BIRD HOG SALE

Sell Your Hogs At New Holland Sales Stables, Inc. 
See them weighed, sold and pickup your check.

10:00 A.M.
RIDING HORSES, PONIES, 

DRIVING HORSES AND 
SOME WORK STOCK

4:00 P.M. - CALVES

9:00 A.M. - SHEEP, GOATS

12:30 P.M.
BEEF SALE

MONDAY
10:30 A.M.

COW SALE FOLLOWED BY BULLS
FOLLOWED BY HEIFERS

Loads of fresh cows and springers from our regular shippers.
Also some local fresh cows and springers.

200 Heifers Sell Every Week All Sizes & Ages Registered & Grades

1:30 P.M.
FEEDER PIG 

SALE

Pigs are accepted after 6:30 A.M. State graded from 8 to 12.
Dairy Barn and Feeder Pig Barn are cleaned and disinfected 

weekly for your protection.

HEIFERSBULLS
DAIRY 

COWS

1st & 3rd Wednesdays of each month

10 30 A M
WEDNESDAY

Livestock Is Our Only Business!
Special Heifer Sale - Wed. August 8th

CUSTOMER SERVICE                   1-800-995-0333

• Use Grain “Same As 
Cash’’

• Grain Back-Hauling
• Prices Updated

•  Yearly Statement of 
Grain Transactions 
Available

PENNFIELD  – GRAIN BANK
Prices may vary by feed mill location.

Prices Week Of 7/22/12

Corn $9.15 Bu.

Soybeans $16.94 Bu.

Barley $5.75 Bu.

Weekly

One of the unintended 
consequences of this  
crate-free trend could  
be a move to more  
factory farming, I  
don’t think people  

have thought enough 
about that aspect.” 
— Dr. John Mabry

Industry
Craig Wilson, Costco vice-president for 

quality assurance and food safety, told Lan-
caster Farming by phone that the company 
is making a request of the industry, not a de-
mand. He said they had talked to a number of 
universities, and have explored the issue with 
meat packers, the National Pork Producers 
Council and with Dr. Temple Grandin. “The 
science is still not settled,” he said, “but we 
want good scientific practices that benefit the 
sow.”

Wilson noted that the 10-year transition 
to group housing should give producers the 
latitude they need to transition from stalls to 
open pens, but that the move will be harder 
on small farmers than it will be on corporate 
producers.

Big operators can cycle loose housing into 
their normal capital improvement budgets. 
If Farm A’s gestation crates were due for re-
placement in August, the big operator can 
cycle loose housing into that upgrade. Same 
for Farm B in September, Farm C in October 
and all the way to Farm Z and beyond in the 
years between now and 2022.

Wilson, who grew up on a farm and who 
raised cattle and horses for much of his adult 
life, said his company is very concerned with 
the well-being of the small farmer, which is 
one reason for the 10-year timeline.

Costco joins a long list of food retailers 
who have announced plans to eliminate gesta-
tion crates from their pork supply chains. That 
list includes McDonald’s, Denny’s, Burger 
King, Wendy’s, Safeway, Hormel, Smithfield, 
Sysco and many other, less familiar names. 
To date, nine states have also signed on to the 
anti-crate trend by legislating phase-outs of 
gestation crates, the latest of which is Rhode 
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Island. Rhode Island is especially interesting 
because there are currently no pigs living in 
gestation crates in Rhode Island.

The 10-year timeline is irrelevant to many 
Midwestern hog farmers, according to Dr. 
John Mabry, a professor of animal science at 
Iowa State University and director of the Iowa 
Pork Industry Center at the university.

Going from crates to loose housing will add 
cost, Mabry said, particularly for smaller op-
erators with 1,000 to 2,000 sows. A producer 
with 1,000 sows can’t phase 
loose housing into his op-
eration, according to Mabry. 
He’ll have to shut down his 
business, retrofit his barns at 
a cost of $400 to $700 per 
sow, and end up with a fa-
cility that can only hold 800 
sows. Loose housing takes 
more space. It also takes 
more husbandry skills.

A free-to-move sow is a 
fight waiting to happen, a 
fact of porcine psychology 
that led to to the adoption of 
gestation crates some 35 to 40 years ago.

The big guys can make the switch without 
much hassle, Mabry said, but small producers 
may find loose housing too much of a chal-
lenge. He thinks many of them will stop pro-
ducing hogs, or they’ll sell out to bigger op-
erators. “One of the unintended consequences 
of this crate-free trend could be a move to 
more factory farming,” he said. “I don’t think 
people have thought enough about that as-
pect.”

Perhaps the most visionary/trailblazing fig-
ure in the loose housing universe is Dr. Tom 
Parsons, director of the Swine Research and 
Training Center at the University of Pennsyl-
vania New Bolton Center. Over the past de-
cade, Parsons has led a team in what has come 

to be known as the Penn Vet model of 
swine housing. He has overseen the 
conversion from stalls to open pens for 
some 75,000 sows.

In a phone interview, he pointed out that 
there is virtually no scientific evidence to sup-
port the move from stalls to pens. Feed con-
version ratios are the same for both methods, 
sow health is the same and live piglets are the 
same in both environments.

So while there is no practical reason to 
make the switch, there is a threat from the 
marketplace — an ultimatum, really — to 
move away from crates. And it’s a move away 
from the known to the unknown, according to 

Parsons.
“The animal rights 

groups, HSUS, MFA, 
PETA, have told us 
what they don’t want, 
but they haven’t told 
us what they do want,” 
Parsons said. “The deci-
sion to take away gesta-
tion stalls was not based 
on science. One of the 
things we’re trying to do 
here at the SRTC is to 
find out what’s accept-
able. Should science 

play a role in what’s acceptable, or should the 
decisions on how we produce pork be left up 
to focus groups and consumers?”

The question, one can assume, was rhetori-
cal.

A computer is at the heart of the Penn Vet 
model. Gestation crates came into being be-
cause sows in pens fought for social stand-
ing, and the top sow ate more than the bottom 
sow — often lots more, leaving the less ag-
gressive animals with inadequate nutrition for 
their own bodies, much less the little pigs they 
were carrying.

The computer recognizes each sow through 
her unique ear tag, and when she shows up 
for dinner, the computer tells the automatic 
feeder how much feed to give her. Putting 
sows in groups bigger than half-a-dozen or 
so also lessens social pressure, which reduces 
tension, fights and injuries in the hog house.

There’s plenty of science work to do in the 

field of loose housing, Parsons said. Research 
into genetic selection for calmer sows less in-
clined to battle is one area that’s getting a lot 
of attention.

Nobody knows scientifically what’s best for 
the mother sow, Parsons said, but people in 
academia and throughout the industry are re-
sponding to the demands of the marketplace, 
even though the industry and the marketplace 
itself don’t know exactly how to frame those 
demands.

One thing that concerns Parsons is the pos-
sibility, remote as it may be, that producers 
may invest in production systems that they 
think will satisfy consumer sentiment, but 
which actually don’t. It’s a scary thought, he 
said.

Bob Ruth doesn’t scare easily. He is presi-
dent of Country View Farms, which produces 
a million-plus market hogs per year. Based 
in Middletown, Pa., Country View began the 
transition to loose housing, based at least in 
part on the Penn Vet model, five years ago. 
Currently just 30 percent of the company’s 
production comes from gestation crates.

“I’ve been working with livestock my en-
tire life,” he said in a phone interview. “I’m 
not going to do something because somebody 
tells me to do it. I’m going to do what’s right 
for the animals.”

Ruth started using gestation stalls in the 
1980s because the animals fared better in 
stalls than they did in loose housing. Technol-
ogy — the computer feeding system — now 
lets his employees and contract farmers give 
his loose housing sows the same level of care 
that they were getting in gestation stalls.

Not better care, he points out, but the same 
level of care. “We couldn’t give them any bet-
ter care than they were getting in the stalls,” he 
said. “It comes down to this — if we can give 
them the same level of care in loose housing, 
then why not let them move around? Our job 
is take care of the animals, the best way we 
know how, and that’s what we’re doing.”

HARRISBURG, Pa. — PennAg Indus-
tries Association, in cooperation with the 
Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture, is 
hosting a Pesticide Recertification Seminar 
at the Farm and Home Center in Lancaster, 
Pa., Aug. 22. The annual seminar provides 
required training for commercially li-
censed pesticide opera-
tors (CPOs). The event 
begins with registration 
at 8 a.m. and concludes 
at 11:45 a.m., following 

Core Instruction.
Along with Core Instruction credits, 

the specific category offered at this year’s 
seminar is Category 20 — Commodity and 
Space. Len Brylewski, Pennsylvania De-
partment of Agriculture, will provide the 
Core Instruction, while Dennis Ryman, 

Degesch America, will provide the Cat-
egory 20 Instruction.

The cost to attend is $20 for PennAg 
members and $40 for non-members. To 
register, visit www.pennag.com. Contact 
Paul Hostetter at phostetter@pennag.com 
or 717-651-5920 for more information.

PennAg to Host Pesticide Recertification Seminar


