
 
 

Residency in Food Animal Field Service 

  

The Department of Clinical Studies – New Bolton Center at the University of Pennsylvania 

School of Veterinary Medicine invites applications for a residency position in Field Service with 

a food animal emphasis. Requirements for the position include a DVM/VMD or equivalent 

degree, a minimum of one year of postgraduate experience acceptable to the residency 

committee, and eligibility for licensure in Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Delaware. The position 

starts July 1, 2024.  

 

The objective of the two-year residency in Food Animal Field Service is to develop knowledge 

and clinical proficiency in the diagnosis, treatment, and management of food animal patients, 

with a focus on medicine, field surgery, reproduction, preventative medicine, and herd health. 

This program is in accordance with the requirements of the American Board of Veterinary 

Practitioners (ABVP) - Dairy or Food Animal. The Food Animal Field Service team works 

primarily with dairy cattle, beef cattle, sheep, and goats with a small number of camelid and 

swine patients.  

 

The successful candidate is expected to participate in the academic program of the section, 

including didactic and laboratory teaching of students and training of interns and residents, with 

a special emphasis on clinical teaching of veterinary students on the Field Service rotation. 

Although the focus of this position is on clinical service and teaching, the successful candidate 

will have the opportunity and is encouraged to participate in collaborative clinical research in 

areas of interest. The resident will rotate with Food Animal Field Service clinicians in the 

emergency schedule and will assist in teaching veterinary students and attend and participate in 

scheduled rounds. 

 

During the first year, the resident will rotate between the Food Animal Field Service and the 

Pathology service at New Bolton Center. Under the guidance of Board-certified faculty members 

and staff, the resident will assist or be responsible for the diagnosis and treatment of patients 

while on the clinical service. In the second year, the resident will continue in Food Animal Field 

Service and has the option to spend rotations outside of Field Service or in additional off-campus 

externships related to dairy, beef production, swine production, and small ruminant production.  

Daily practice obligations will include cases typical of ambulatory practice, including but not 

limited to routine bovine herd checks (transrectal palpation for pregnancy and sick cow work), 

field surgery, herd and individual animal health, internal medicine, and preventative medicine. A 

fully stocked ambulatory truck and ultrasound unit are available. Consultation with other 

specialists from the New Bolton Center Hospital for Large Animals is readily available and 

welcomed.   



Continuation of the residency to the second year is contingent upon satisfactory performance in 

the first year, as determined by the residency committee.  The resident is expected to establish 

and maintain contact with the ABVP and to fulfill the guidelines outlined by the ABVP for 

residency programs, including, but not limited to, case logs, publication in a refereed journal, and 

a case report for the ABVP.  A certificate of completion of the two-year residency program will 

be issued upon fulfillment of the program requirements and approval of the residency committee.  

 

Penn Vet New Bolton Center is the large animal campus of the University of Pennsylvania 

School of Veterinary Medicine and is located 37 miles southwest of Philadelphia in a picturesque 

horse country with easy access to cultural and social activities in the Mid-Atlantic region. Our 

practice serves a diverse population of large and small dairies, small cow/calf beef operations, as 

well as pet and commercial small ruminant, camelid, and swine operations.  

 

Applicants who are interested in the position are required to submit a transcript from their 

Veterinary School obtained through the University Registrar, a Personal Statement or Letter of 

Intent, a current Curriculum Vitae, and a list of three references with contact information. These 

documents should be sent to Dr. Billy Smith, Penn Vet New Bolton Center, 382 West Street 

Road, Kennett Square, PA 19348. For further inquiries, please contact Dr. Smith at 

bis@vet.upenn.edu or phone (610) 925-6310. The annual salary for the first year of the program 

is $40,000.  

 

Due to immigration restrictions, we cannot accept applicants who are not citizens or permanent 

residents of the United States, Canada, or Mexico at this time.  

 

 

 

 

The University of Pennsylvania is an equal opportunity employer. 

Minorities/Women/Individuals with disabilities/Protected Veterans  

are encouraged to apply. 
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