
I-131 THERAPY  

A GROUNDBREAKING TREATMENT  
FOR FELINE HYPERTHYROIDISM  

I-131 Therapy at Penn Vet
I-131 treatment is administered as one relatively painless injection of radioactive 
iodine under the skin, similar to how vaccinations are administered. Following the 
injection, the radioactive iodine is absorbed by the thyroid gland. The I-131 destroys 
the thyroid cells, decreasing the amount of thyroid hormone the gland releases.

Compassionate Care from Board-Certified Experts
Penn Vet’s Ryan Hospital is licensed and equipped to administer the radiation. 
Patients stay in a separate room of the hospital with individual cages equipped 
with sleeping ledges and separate litter box areas. Calming music plays at all times 
and a certified veterinary technician checks on patients regularly to make sure they 
are comfortable. Radiation levels are closely monitored until they are low enough 
for the patient to go home, four to five days after admission.

Follow-Up Care
Owners must be willing to keep patients indoors, use flushable litter, and minimize 
human contact for two weeks.

3800 Spruce Street
Philadelphia, PA 19104
www.vet.upenn.eduLEARN MORE  

Scan the QR code or visit www.vet.upenn.edu/i-131  
to learn more about I-131 Therapy.

FIND OUT IF 
YOUR CAT IS A 
CANDIDATE FOR  
I-131 THERAPY!

FOR MORE INFORMATION  
AND PRICING, CONTACT: 

Dr. Ariel Mosenco
Clinical Associate  
Professor of Medicine
amosenco@vet.upenn.edu

Brittney Elmen, LVT
I-131 Nurse 
i131therapy@vet.upenn.edu 
215-898-2477

REFERRALS & 
CONSULTATIONS 
215-746-8387

GENERAL QUESTIONS 
215-898-2477



“This was the best treatment for my cat, Church. There weren’t 
any side effects from the I-131 and she returned to her normal 

self so quickly. It was really miraculous! I’m so thankful.” 

Rianna Taylor  
Whose cat was cured of hyperthyroidism following I-131 therapy  
at Ryan Hospital 

I-131 THERAPY
Symptoms of 
Hyperthyroidism

 Weight loss

 Increased appetite

 Increased thirst

 Increased urination

 Vomiting

 Diarrhea

 Hyperactivity

 Mood changes 

A single injection of I-131 cures 
approximately 95% of cats 
with hyperthyroidism  

95%

Benefits of  
I-131 Therapy 

 One-time, curative treatment

 Side-effect free

 Cost-effective over time 

 No anesthesia required 

 No daily pilling


